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All Will Be Well 

Dear Lee and Anne,

Thank you for fostering a welcoming 
community over the years and providing a 
spiritual home in the heart of the Green 
Mountains. Your ministries have brought 
so much joy and good to the Mission of 
Church of Our Saviour. 

Although we are saying a good goodbye to 
your ministries.  We hope our paths will 
continue to cross.  One thing that you have 
taught us all is that “all will be well”

Love,

The Community of Mission Farm







Vicarage and the Heminway Guest House



Mission of Church or 
Our Saviour History



Arial View of Mission Farm c. 1960



Aerial views of Mission Farm 2017



Mission Farm: 
A Heart Haven

The first time I met Lee was in the summer. A friend, who at the time was a youth 
minister, was visiting me for several days of hiking. For years, I had wondered 
about the beautiful stone church across from Skyeship. I loved to meander down 
Great Eastern to the gondola. I always paused to gaze at the church much to my 
family’s annoyance. “Hurry up, we need to pound out more runs!” It was that 
pause that brought me to Mission Farm and the invitation of Lee’s warm 
welcome. My friend, who was curious about the retreat house for her youth 
ministry, wanted to explore the church property. We stopped with our canine 
companions to read the sign next to the dog bowl. Lee saw us and came out to 
introduce herself and welcome us. Without realizing it, I had been looking for a 
spiritual home in the mountains where I could pause from the weekend chaos. 
Commuting from Connecticut every Friday night, cranking out as many runs as 
possible with my lovable but crazy family. Always adhering to the tradition of who 
ever did the most runs at the end of the season bought the beers at the umbrella 
bar. I responded with relief when Lee and Ann invited me into a space of rest, a 
sanctuary from the hectic pace on the slopes. I had found my spiritual home at 
the foot of the mountains. Ann and Lee, as well as the others who attend Mission 
Farm, have become the heart and soul that was missing on the trail. I am deeply 
grateful for their ministry.  

– Jean Golicz



Feast of 
St. Francis 

Blessing 
of the 

Animals



Always a project 
to be done.

Cistern fall 2019



Deacon retreat with 
Bishop Shannon 2019

Dear Anne and Lee,
Speaking for the diocesan deacons I can’t 
tell how much we appreciated your 
hospitality at Mission Farm. Not just 
providing the physical space and being there 
when something went amiss, the time we 
ran out of gas, but the caring spiritual 
nourishment each of you provided in various 
ways. I personally have found it a privilege to 
do ministry with you over the years.
I wish you the best in your retirement, 
however I am sorry it didn’t have a little 
brighter start. It can only get better. 
– With love, The venerable, Catherine Cooke



Christmas  



Diego guest acolyte 2019



Greg and Ashley’s 
wedding 2019



Skier Blessing

Litany and Prayers for Snow 
and Winter Enthusiasts

By the Reverend Canon Lee Crawford

If you choose not to find 
joy in the snow,

you will have less joy, 

but still the same 
amount of snow.



Killington
Spartan Race



Mission trip to Mission Farm
Summer is finally here, and Mission Farm is buzzing with all kinds of activity.  
We were happy to welcome from Edwin Senior High of the Episcopal Diocese 
of Northern Indiana. They chose Mission Farm for their annual Mission Trip, 
and they stayed in the Heminway House from June 30 -July 5th 2019. 

The 11 students were accompanied by their bishop the Rt. Rev. Douglas 
Sparks and three chaperones.  Anne and Lee worked with the group on many 
projects to improve the grounds and trails.  We are extremely grateful for all 
their hard work and the joyful spirit they brought to Mission Farm.   

Thank you!



More photos of the 
Edwin Senior High of the 

Episcopal Diocese of Northern 
Indiana mission trip July 2019



Josiah Wood Jr. House 
200th Anniversary Celebration 

August 2017



Dirty Girls Mission Mudders 2017



My memories of 
Anne and Lee

I met Anne first when I started writing the deanery report 
for the Mountain Echo. Then I finally decided to take the 
Diocesan Study Program, Anne and Lee were my mentors, 
the four of us that graduated gained so much knowledge 
from them, it was truly an awesome experience. When I 
transferred to Church of Our Saviour I really got to know 
Anne well, even serving on the Executive Committee with 
her. I was on the Executive Committee when Diane Root 
retired and Senior Warden. Lee had graciously offered to 
supply as our priest till we could do a search process and 
call a new vicar. Lee was one of the three priests we 
interviewed and was definitely the best fit for our church. 
We were thrilled when the Bishop agreed with our 
decision. I have moved to Texas, it will be 5 years in July. As 
we were getting ready to move down here our son Michael 
got engaged and decided to marry at Church of Our 
Saviour. Back we went to Vermont for a month and got 
everything ready for the wedding. Michael’s wife is from 
Mexico and her whole family came, her Mom speaks a 
little English so Lee to a bilingual service so Isabelle could 
understand and be complete part of the wedding. The 
most beautiful wedding I have ever been to.

As you can see Lee and Anne have been a big part of my 
life and wish them joy and peace in the years to come.

– Donna Abramov







A walk on the trails
May 6, 2020

Dear Lee,

I was surprised to learn of your pending retirement but at the same 
time pleased that you will begin a new and exciting chapter of your life. 
I have no doubt that you will jump into this new phase with the same vigor and 
passion that you demonstrated as vicar of COS. At the time of your calling, 
we felt that you were such a good match for providing  spiritual leadership and 
maintaining and promoting the unique legacy embodied in Church of Our 
Saviour. We were not disappointed! As I wrote in a recommendation letter years 
back, there are not many vicars who are equally comfortable with both a spade 
and a chalice in their hands!

I thank you for your comforting pastoral presence each Sunday, and I thank 
both you and Anne for your commitment to the COS community, for your many 
accomplishments, for your sacrifices (both known and unrecognized) and 
for leaving COS with a firm foundation, literally and figuratively.

May you have much joy and fulfillment in your many adventures ahead.

–Betsy Tonkin





Fields along 
the 

Ottaquechee



We found our spiritual home after being 
welcomed to Mission Farm by Anne and Lee.



The Big Dig 2018



Killington Farmers 
Market 2018



Killington Farmers Market 2019



Repairing and repainting the vicarage exterior 2019



Rotarians Summer 2019

Thank You For Your Service
and Leadership!



Rotary Dictionary
Program for 3rd Graders

Lee, 

It has been a pleasure to know, work and serve with 
you. 
We will always have fond memories of Easter 
Sunrise Service, Hiking the great trails behind 
Mission Farm Church, attending weddings and 
memorial services at the church, and serving with 
you in Rotary. Your leadership of the Vermont 
Adaptive Blind Skiers weekend was greatly 
appreciated. Vince is proud to have recruited you to 
be a member of the Killington Pico Rotary Club and 
we are grateful for all of the energy and enthusiasm 
you brought to our causes.
Best of luck with your new endeavors. 

– Vince & Carla



Ashes to Go



Austin, Texas 



Kathleen Moore

Dear Lee and Anne—
Thank you for your ministry and tireless work in the church 
(that will, I have no doubt, continue in this new phase). It has 
been such a pleasure having you as friends in my ministry as 
communications minister and during General Convention 
adventures as well as through my discernment process and 
now as colleagues and friends back here in Vermont. Lee —
you were a guide and pastor and support person I needed 
during my seminary years. That dinner in Berkeley with your 
beloved Bishop Martín Barahona was a gift I will always be 
thankful for, and never forget. Thank you, also, for the gift of 
an absolutely inspiring sermon for my diaconal ordination —
I know that was a gift for all present to hear it. I know we’ll 
be in touch. In the meantime, take care of yourselves and 
your kitties and enjoy your new house. You are in my 
prayers!

–Kathleen Moore





Salt Lake City



Pilgrimage 
for Earth



Kathy, Lee and Anne

Richard and Melissa



Mission Farm Bakery
The new year of 2013 brought with it the challenging task of seeking out a new 
Vicar to replace our dear Diane Root who was leaving to enter retirement. The 
community of Our Saviour was faced with the usually lengthy and arduous 
procedure of finding a replacement and it would not be easy. Thanks to the grace 
and wisdom of our Bishop, Tom Ely, the usual procedure was bypassed and our 
Senior Warden ,Donna Abramov announced that Lee Crawford who was Rector 
of Trinity Rutland was seeking a new post and the rest is history. We joyfully 
called her to be our Vicar. Lee started her tenure here on Good Friday in April of 
2013.It was a good fit for all of us.

Lee brought with her an encyclopedic knowledge of scripture liturgy and sacred 
music enhancing our spirits and minds with her beautiful voice and her strong 
and loving faith. Lee’s wife, Anne Brown who has been a longtime and dedicated 
congregant at Our Saviour became a resident at the vicarage and continued her 
work here. Anne is a person who is endowed with many skills and boundless 
energy all of which she cheerfully gives to our church community and the wider 
community of Killington. How blessed we were to have such a team supporting 
our efforts to present Our Saviour’s comforting message to all who wish to 
receive it.—Lee and Anne, you will both be greatly missed and look forward to 
the day when you will again be able to join us as part of our family. 

– From Tim and all the rest of your flock



Moving the bakery to Mission Farm



Personal Messages

Dear Lee and Anne,
We are delighted to add our voices (under 
these special conditions) to the goodbyes 
and hellos of the occasion. Both of us have 
spent a number of Sunday mornings in the 
pews over there to the east of our 
retirement dwelling. Each of us has also 
been present from time to time as supply 
priests. And Lee may recall shared 
experiences at a couple of General 
Conventions (long ago now).
Blessings on you both in all your 
undertakings of future years.
– Gunnar and Sarah

What pioneers you have been, 
individually and jointly! 

Your witness a true blessing in my life. 
May the next stage be exciting and 

fulfilling!

– Vic Horvath

Warmest thoughts and best best wishes to 
Lee and Anne for their retirement. 

– Brad and Mary 



Personal Messages

Anne and Lee have been a one-
two-punch for integrity and 

insight for the Episcopal Church in 
Vermont and beyond. Bless them 
as they enter into retirement and 

continue to enjoy their home 
together in Vermont.

– The Rev. Thad Bennett



Winter Church



Ringing the church bells 360 times





Christening



To Lee, Anne and Cats as you venture onward to the next chapter.
Wishing you both many years of peace, good health, love and joy!
– Pat Mattson.

A poem from Anam Cara by John O'Donohue

May the nourishment of the earth be yours,
may the clarity of light be yours,

may the fluency of the ocean be yours,
may the protection of the ancestors be 

yours,

And so may a slow
wind work these words

of love around you,
an invisible cloak
to mind your life.



Lee Crawford / Anne Brown from Deacon Jim Ballard
Ann Brown it was a privilege to have you as my theology 
professor in the Diocesan Study Program. Your 
professionalism and grasp of theological concepts created a 
positive class experience. Saying that , I will say sometimes 
it was hard to forgive you, when you assigned some 
material that would make reading works by Hans Kung as 
clear as Vermont mud. 
Ann helped us realize that asking questions is not just 
leading to an answer, but is a journey to understanding.
I will never forget at one Saturday class, I decided to have a 
little fun with Ann, by asking her ,"Since we all have Free 
Will, so when the Angel appeared before the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, saying that she had been chosen to be the Mother of 
Christ. What if Mary said no! Did God have a back up virgin 
in mind?" Ann replied, "How do we not know? that Mary 
was the back up!"
Lee was on the Commission on Ministry when I went before 
the Commission. Lee with her comforting and direct 
personality is a rare combination to maintain over a lifetime 
of dedicated ministry.. You are a Priest forever. 
May you both enjoy your journey together. I know I should 
share a bit of Holy Scripture, but instead, I will offer the 
following that in my opinion is the most fitting prose that 
represents the change that you both have expressed and 
will continue to do so for many years to come.

One day I'll be gone 
The world will keep turning 
I hope I leave this place 
Better than I found it 

Oh it's hard, I know it's hard 
To be the lightning in the dark 
Hold on tight you'll be alright 
You know it's time 

Here comes the change 
We're comin' of age 
This is not a phase 
Here comes, here comes, the 
change 

Is it a crazy thought? 
That if I had a child 
I hope they live to see the day 
That everyone's equal 

Oh it's hard I know it's hard 
To be the right inside the wrong 
Hold on tight we'll be alright 
You know it's time 

Oh here comes te change 
Oh we're comin' of age 
This is not a phase 
Here comes here comes the change 

Hope there'll come a time when we 
Where we can live in and die free 
I hope and pray 
There'll come the day 
And it's comin' soon 

Oh here comes a change 
We're comin' of age 
This is not a phase 
Here comes, here comes, the 
change 

Oh here comes the change 
We're comin' of age 
This is not a phase 
Here comes, here comes, the 
change 

It's time to change 
We are the change 
Oh here comes the change 

“Here Comes The Change” by Kesha
(from the film "On the Basis of Sex" about Ruth Bader Ginsburg) 



Trail Work, 
December 

2012

Cats
of the

Vicarage



Ministry at Mission Farm



27 April 2020

Beloveds of Church of Our Saviour,

A little over seven years ago (on Good Friday no less!), the 
Executive Committee called me to be Vicar of Church of Our 
Saviour, a position I joyfully accepted. Now, as hard as it is to 
believe, I am closing in on the last days of walking with you. 
These days have not quite ended as expected and are, in no 
way, normal; no one could have foreseen that our last 
weeks would be spent apart because of the COVID-19 
pandemic, but this reality is what we face. Our separation 
becomes part of the history of Church of Our Saviour, 
something that future generations will ponder.

As I write this note, I look out the window at the 
Ottauquechee River. This river has become my friend, a 
constantly-changing and fascinating element of my daily life. 
Some days it spills over its banks to flood the field between 
the vicarage and river. Other days, it runs clear. (Today the 
water is muddy.) The overgrown apple trees on the other 
side of the river provide wonderful habitat for the many 
birds that summer here. I have delighted in the two pairs of 
blue jays, always raucous, zooming hither and yon. I love 
that Mission Farm is fairly close to the river’s source up on 
River Road and I always think of the wonderful River 
Pilgrimage in June 2014 when we got to see it join the 
Connecticut River in Hartland. I will miss this river, but am so 
grateful to have had it as a friend.

The tried-and-true image of life as a river holds true here. 
Over 84 months together, we have gone through so much as 
the waters of life flow ever onward. I cannot thank you 
enough for having seen Anne and me through the 
transitions and subsequent deaths of our parents and four 
of our cats. You have respected my love for the people of

El Salvador and were sympathetic at the death of my 
mentor and spiritual guide, the retired Bishop of El Salvador. 

You celebrated with Anne when she through-hiked the 
Appalachian Trail and were patient with your vicar, who is 
not the handy person that she is, as I tried to pick up the 
pieces in her absence. Anne’s ministry and devotion to 
Heminway House speaks volumes. Her work on the 
property, the creation of the trails up in the woods behind 
the church and quiet—visible but not seen in action—caring 
of the property has been a huge gift for the past 26 years. 
Anne has done the bulletins, kept the books and done so 
much more. She has been such a gift to Church of Our 
Saviour and deserves more laudation than the vicar, who 
has only been here seven years. Yes, I am biased, but Anne 
is a treasure.

I’ve always wanted to leave the woodpile in better shape 
than I found it and, thanks to the incredible hard work of 
the Executive Committee, especially Sue Durant, and your 
generous financial support, I leave a gorgeous vicarage and 
guest house… at least from the exterior. People in town 
have commented that they ‘sparkle.’ They do. We have 
restored some of their dignity. Now the time has come to 
focus on the interior of the vicarage, sorely in need of 
upgrades, and the church. These projects will happen 
without me. I trust they will happen, though. 

Most of all, we prayed together. By my reckoning, we have 
broken bread together 487 times over the past 7.5 years (I 
started to worship with Church of Our Saviour back in the 
fall of 2012). In those years, Church of Our Saviour saw 12 
couples united in Holy Matrimony and provided comfort for 
19 families and friends as they grieved their departed loved 
ones. We have gathered week after week to be fed at the

Table of Life and be sustained by God’s word. Even 
with the upheaval of our lives by the COVID-19 
pandemic and the need to stay at home, we have 
continued to pray together. I’d say we are rather 
indomitable and plucky. In these days of Zoom 
Morning Prayer worship, I love that our attendees 
range from just up the road to El Salvador. My friend 
from there said today that she finds the congregation 
very friendly. May you continue to show hospitality to 
those from near and afar.

Anne and I have given of our hearts and souls to this 
place. We love the people of Mission Farm and we 
love this land. We pray that this mutual love shall 
continue in the future, even as we must say goodbye 
and allow space for your new vicar to find her footing 
in your midst. 

We are delighted that we entrust the care, 
development and dreams for Church of Our 
Saviour/Mission Farm to the Rev’d Lisa Ransom and 
her family. We could not be more happy that they 
will take COS/Mission Farm to the next level of 
ministry. Support them as you move forward into the 
21st century. Lisa brings much wisdom and passion to 
care of the land as well as pastoral ministry. I pray 
that you all shall thrive and grow together.

Know that you shall ever be on our hearts, in our 
prayers and with much love.

God be with you ’till we meet again. In the 
meantime, know we hold you close.

– Lee Alison Crawford

– Anne Clarke Brown



Trail Work, 
December 

2012



Dear all,

In September 1994, I attended Church of Our Saviour for the first time, after moving to Plymouth in May from my 
six years at General Theological Seminary. Lee had been called to St. Mary’s, Northfield, and I was living in, and 
working on, our small house in Plymouth. I encountered an unexpected welcome and hospitality from the 
congregation and have been part of this loving community ever since. What a gift it has been!

My involvement has taken many forms since those early days, from serving as senior warden and treasurer to 
assisting with the liturgy to creating and maintaining hiking trails to mowing the fields. But perhaps the most 
rewarding has been my ministry of hospitality with Heminway House. After years of no activity, in 1996, we 
welcomed a group of high school boys participating in the Vision Quest program of Boston’s Saint Augustine 
Ministries. Since then, I have loved making the house ready to welcome guests, and we have many who have come 
regularly over the years. The house has been available to church groups, family groups, groups of friends, couples, 
individuals, and a few families in need of housing. I have enjoyed getting to know them all, and I am truly grateful 
to Bud and Mary Jenne, who assisted with this ministry for many years. 

In addition to Bud and Mary, others too many to name, have been part of my ministries here, and I am grateful to 
everyone. We are a community, even in these strange times. The hospitality I received that first Sunday has been a 
hallmark of Our Saviour since its founding; it continues today, and I am excited to see how you will carry it on in 
the future. 

One special gift has been sharing ministry here with Lee for the last seven years. 

She has graciously put up with my “church lady” lapses into “but we have always done it this way in the past,” and 
we have had a chance to be a team.

Saying goodbye is not easy, but I know you are embarking on a new and creative phase of your life as a community. 
Lisa will be a wonderful leader for you, and I will be cheering for you. 

With love and gratitude,
Anne



Ann & Thomas Ely:
In thanksgiving for the ministries of Lee Crawford and Anne Brown
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